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determined by theodolite observations to be
26,985 feet above sea-level.
Now when they had attained such a height, 2000
feet higher than anyone had climbed before, it
might be supposed that they would be elated.
And when they were only three or four hundred
feet from the top of the North-East Ridge it might
be thought that anyhow they would be eager
to push on there, and have a look down the other
side and perhaps see the Darjihng ridge. And,
at all events, one would think they would feel a
thrill at looking down on such a giant as Clio' Uyo,
not two hundred feet less than 27,00(X,'feet high".
But Mallory and his companions had kone of these
sensations. Feeling was exhausted Within them.
They accepted the fact that they couldxnot reach
the summit. And that being accepted, they turned
downwards with some degree of secret satisfac-
tion. Somervell has even admitted that at that
moment he did not care a bit whether he got to
the top or not. Every spring of effort or enjoy-
ment was exhausted within them.
By four o'clock they were back at the tent and
found Morshead cheerful but by no means well,
and he had to be carefully treated as they con-
tinued their descent to the North Col. And soon
was to come an alarming experience which was
to show them that even the " easy" way up
Everest had its dangers. The four were roped
together, Mallory leading, when the third man
slipped, pulling the fourth, off his balance. The